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In 1941, the percentage of literacy was only 12.2*
Secondly students had to adopt bilingualism ftom
the very beginning and this caused retardation in
their actual progress.1

* English being a difficult language for foreig-
ners, it could not become the lingua franca of the
country. Even after more than a century, the
knowledge of English is confined to one per cent
of the population and is mainly a feature of urban
life. Most of these people are found in large cities
or along the main lines of communication.2

There can be no doubt on the question that
the mother tongue of a people

struction for them* In no part
of the civilised world is a foreign tongue made the
medium of national instruction. The case for
restoring the vernaculars to their proper position is
too strong and clear to be challenged by anybody,
but it required the genius of Mahatma Gandhi to
shake off the inertia of the people. As early as
1917 he pointed out that English did not satisfy the
conditions of a national language. It will certainly

1  Robert Aura Smith, Divided India, pp. 72-73.
2  O'Malley, op. cit., p. 784.